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The book

Between legal citizenship as a status and the exclusion from the polis, which takes multiple 
forms, there is room for investigating practices of citizenship. What the authors here 
interpret as profane forms of citizenship refers to initiatives-which are sometimes discreet 
and often in-between ordinary and political, private and public, and formal and informal 
forms - that assert the right “to have rights” and to participate in the life of the polis.
This multidisciplinary book relates research carried out in five European countries 
(Belgium, France, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Slovenia) in situations of social and 
political non-recognition (foreigners, the deaf, illiterates, the undocumented, and the 
“erased” in Slovenia). The book does not advocate a new model of thought on citizenship, 
but is intended to provide food for thought on social and civil experiences per se and the 
ongoing transformations of citizenship in contemporary societies.
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Publisher of the 21th century, leader of online publishing, Le Manuscrit / Manuscrit.com have opened a new area 
in literary creation, in historical and personal stories, and in spreading the knowledge in the publishing landscape.

Since 2001 Le Manuscrit offers books both in paper and digital formats, always available, referenced and distributed in the 
whole world, in french and in other languages, in the traditional bookshops and online, on www.manuscrit.com and in the search 

engines.
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Profane Citizenship 
in Europe

Between legal citizenship as a status and the exclusion 
from the polis, which takes multiple forms, there is 
room for investigating practices of citizenship. What 
the authors here interpret as profane forms of citizenship 
refers to initiatives-which are sometimes discreet and 
often in-between ordinary and political, private and 
public, and formal and informal forms - that assert 
the right “to have rights” and to participate in the life 
of the polis.
This multidisciplinary book relates research carried 
out in five European countries (Belgium, France, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, and Slovenia) in situations of 
social and political non-recognition (foreigners, the 
deaf, illiterates, the undocumented, and the “erased” 
in Slovenia). The book does not advocate a new model 
of thought on citizenship, but is intended to provide 
food for thought on social and civil experiences per se 
and the ongoing transformations of citizenship in 
contemporary societies.
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Alain Battegay, Marc Derycke, 
Jacques roux, Marie-thérèse têtu
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SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION: An approach to the profane in 
citizenship?

PART 1: Citizenship of non citizens
and non citizenship of citizens

Problematic citizenship of migrants in europe
by Robert Maier
Erasing residence rights in Slovenia
by Maja Breznik and Rastko Močnik  
Profane interpretations of the cultural dimension 
of citizenship. Kebab businesses as “analysers”.
A comparative sketch of Lyon and Amsterdam
by Alain Battegay

PART 2: Methodologies of the profane 

Researching with “isolated” deaf:
The interview as an hermeneutical conversation
by Raquel Felizes, Orquídea Coelho, Bruno Mendes 
and Henrique Vaz  
Confronting with citizenship. Work on bodies 
and “citizening” in situations of identity checks
by Jacques Roux
Actions looking for sense
by Ghislain Verstraete

PART 3: Citizenship and interaction 
 
Immigrant youth and the role of interactions in 
the transition school-work
by Willibrord de Graaf and Debby Gerritsen 
Deafness or deafhood? The awareness of 
discrimination as a path towards affirming the 
difference
by Bruno Mendes, Orquídea Coelho and Henrique Vaz
“As we pleased”. Small arrangements of (and 
with) society 
by Marc Derycke

PART 4: Doing Justice. The Case of the 
Undocumented Migrants and The Erased 

The undocumented in France. Paths of justice 
between practice of Law and exercising rights
by Marie-Thérèse Têtu
A child on the national stage. Justice
and its ambivalences for undocumented women
by Tine Brouckaert
Taking the refugee experience seriously
by Franc Rottiers
Two types of formal inclusion of immigrants 
and justice as an ideological appearance of the 
“administrative type”
by Marko Kržan

CONCLUSION: Interpretations of profane 
citizenship


